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Thank you Mr. Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the opportunity to testify today
on behalf of the Center for National Security Studies. The Center is a civil liberties
organization, which for 30 years has worked to ensure that civil liberties and human
rights are not eroded in the name of national security. The Center is guided by the
conviction that our national security must and can be protected without undermining the
fundamental rights of individuals guaranteed by the Bill of Rights. In its work over the
years on legislation from the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act to the Intelligence
Oversight Act, the Center has begun with the premise that both national security interests
and civil liberties protections must be taken seriously and that by doing so, solutions to
apparent conflicts can often be found without compromising either.

We appear before you today at a time of great mourning, when it is difficult to
turn our thoughts and attention from anything but our grief and trouble. And we
appreciate the enormous efforts of those individuals who have put their own grief aside to
concentrate on searching for survivors, comforting those who have suffered most directly
and finding and holding accountable the perpetrators of these crimes.

It is not too soon to begin thinking about how we can improve our ability to
prevent such unspeakable events from occurring again. However, as we do so we must
resolve to act in a way that protects our liberties as well as our security and which recalls the
lessons of the past from times when we permitted our concerns for security to accept
erosions of our liberty that we now regret. The Alien and Sedition Acts, the internment
of Japanese Americans, McCarthyism, and the efforts of intelligence agencies and the
FBI to disrupt the civil rights and anti-war movements were not our proudest moments.
We must not repeat them or lay the seeds for future abuses.

We owe it to all those innocent people who were murdered to reflect upon those
basic principles and values which should inform our discussion today. What
distinguishes us as a people from our fellow human beings who committed these terrible
acts is our commitment to law and to individual freedom. It is a commitment to law made
deliberately, with calm reflection and an opportunity for public debate. The genius of
democracy is the understanding that in the noisy and seemingly inefficient marketplace of






