May 27, 2003

The Honorable 







John D. Ashcroft







Attorney General of the United States




U.S. Department of Justice 

10th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable 

Glenn A. Fine

Inspector General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Suite 4322

Washington, DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Ashcroft and Inspector General Fine:

We understand that the Inspector General’s report on alleged civil rights and civil liberties abuses of post-September 11 detainees is complete and now simply awaits approval from other components of the U.S. Department of Justice.  We write to request that this report – with its full and complete findings, conclusions, and recommendations for corrective action – be made available as soon as possible and no later than June 6, 2003.  

As independent, internal watchdogs, Inspectors General play a vital role in preventing, detecting, and investigating waste, fraud, and abuse within agency programs and operations.  They play an equally vital role in keeping Congress, which created Inspectors General by statute in 1978, fully informed about problems and deficiencies relating to agency programs and operations and the necessity for and progress of corrective action.  The duties of the Justice Department’s Inspector General include reviewing and reporting on any complaints of abuse by employees or officials of the Department.  In fact, Congress was so concerned about the potential for abuse resulting from the aggressive federal law enforcement response in the aftermath of September 11 that Congress included a provision in the USA PATRIOT Act that requires the Inspector General to review complaints of civil rights and civil liberties violations by employees and officials of the Department and to submit reports to Congress on a semi-annual basis detailing any such abuses.  

In his semi-annual reports dated July 15, 2002, and January 22, 2003, the Inspector General indicated that he was conducting an extensive investigation into allegations of civil rights and civil liberties violations of September 11 detainees.  This review includes an examination of (1) issues affecting the length of the detainees’ confinement, including the process undertaken by the FBI and others to clear individuals of a connection to the September 11 attacks or terrorism in general; (2) the Department’s efforts to oppose bond for all September 11 detainees and delay their deportations pending completion of the FBI’s clearance investigation; and (3) conditions of confinement experienced by detainees, including allegations of physical and verbal abuse of detainees by prison staff, detainees’ access to counsel and medical care, and lighting conditions in the detainees’ high-security cell block.  

In the July 2002 semi-annual report, the Inspector General stated that he expected to issue a public report by October 2002 about this investigation.  This report was not issued in October 2002.  The Inspector General then stated in the January 2003 semi-annual report that he expected the report to be completed and made available to the public soon.  It has now been several months since the Inspector General’s first target date for completion of the report, and the report has still not been released.  We urge you to release the report, with its full and complete findings, conclusions, and recommendations for corrective action, without further delay.

Sincerely,

Russell D. Feingold






John Conyers, Jr.

U.S. SENATOR






U.S. REPRESENTATIVE

Patrick J. Leahy






Edward M. Kennedy

U.S. SENATOR






U.S. SENATOR

Richard J. Durbin






Carl Levin

U.S. SENATOR






U.S. SENATOR

Jon S. Corzine

U.S. SENATOR








