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In the past few weeks another intelligence
agency has come in from the cold. The National
Security Agency, the super-secret code-making-
and-breaking arm of the Defense Department, was
forced for the first time to discuss its activities in
public. The results are what anyone who has fol-
lowed these matters has come to expect: serious
violatiorns of constitutional rights and of the laws
of the land carried out with apparent knowledge of
illegality but with a‘strong sense that the natiopal
security required and excused the violations of the
law. Typically, the operations moved during the
sixties from small scale efforts focussed on foreign

agents to a massive effort targeted on the anti-war

" movement,

The massive illegal domestic activities of the
NSA had its roots in the wartime censorship of
outgoing cables. In 1947 the Defense Department
persuaded the cable companies to renew the ar-
rangement with assurances that the President and
the Attorney General wanted it done and would

protect the companies from any harm. From then -

until May of this year when the program ostensi-
bly came to an end, every cable sent abroad has

More Abuses

been available to the NSA. The cable companies
never received assurances from any other President
and there is no evidence that any President since
Truman knew of the program.

In the 1960s two dramatic changes took place in
SHAMROCK, as the program was called. One
was in technology and the other in the govern-
ment’s perception of its right to know.

The change in technology meant that all cables
leaving the United States were put on tape and the
cable companies could give the entire day’s output
to NSA by giving them the tape, In turn NSA’s
sophisticated computers could search through the
tapes for any combination of words and then print
out the targeted cables. The shift in interest came
from other agencies and was part of the massive
effort of the sixties and early seventies to Jearn
about the anti-war, black nationalist, and other
protest movements developing in the United
Stdtes,

(continued on page 15)

First Principles

is published by the
Project on National

Security and Civil
Liberties, which is
sponsored by the

122 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20002
(202) 544-5380

American Civil Liberties

Union Foundation and the :

Center for National ] : .
Security Studies-of the

Fund For Peace,

Morton H. Ha]éerin, Project Director
Christine M, Marwick, Newsletter Editor
Florence M. Oliver, Administrative Assistant
John H,F. Shattuck, Project Counsel

Perhaps it is a universal truth that the loss of hberty at home is to be charged fo provzs:ons

against danger, real or- pretended from abroad,
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. (continued from page 16) decision of the Supreme Court banning warrant- P )
’ Arty intelli , i less electronic surveillance of American citi- | oint
y intelligence appears to have been the fu'st nic survi R
+_*  agency to grasp the possibilities of harnessing.-." +zens the program: -might ¥ well ‘e illegal. And: 50 Of View :
SHAMROCK to spy on the activist groups in the MINARET came to an end but SHAMROCK con- \
United States, Many individuals in these groups tinued until May 15, 1975 when , under the heat _ (continued)
communicated abroad often, travelled abroad and of the first serious Congressional probes into NSA,
sent cables home, and were in contact with Ameri- the Defense Department terminated the program.
cans living abroad and with foreign governments, The'legality of the operation will be tested in a
What better way to learn about them than to read class action suit filed by the ACLU on behalf of
their private cable traffic? And so Army intelligence, ~ those who came under surveillance in the CHAOS
with the knowledge of the United States Intelligence  program and whose cables were read by NSA. The
1 Board, asked the NSA give us the cable traffic to suit filed in the District of Columbia on Oct. 28,
i and from or about the following individualsand . - = 1975 seeks injunctive relief and substantial
groups. damages.
Other Agencies then got into the act, and NSA As with the other Agencies, NSA now says it is
began to service a series of watch lists for CIA, over—the illegal activities have been stopped. But
FBI, the Secret Service, and the Bureau of Nar-- questions remain. NSA no doubt has the technical
, cotics and Dangerous Drugs. Inall Project MIN- capacity to interpret cables without the coopera-
ARET as it was called involved some 1650 names. tion of the cable companies. What has come to an
As a result of its own interests and those of end?.Just SHAMROCK, or all efforts to monitor
other agencies, NSA read and analyzed some the cable traffic of Americans?
150,000 messages per month and distributed thou- Another task of NSA is to seek to break the
sands of these to other agencies. One set of these diplomatic codes of foreign governments. In light
messages, as described in the Rockefeller Commis- of SHAMROCK and MINARET one is entitled to
i sion Report, was sent to the CIA as part of the ask, must ask, whether any such codes are in‘fact
: CHAOS operation and concerned the activities of  broken when they reveal the private activities of
1 the anti-war movement, Ifi 1974, CIA officials de-  American politicians, businessmen, and activists,
cided that it might be illegal for the Agency to and, if they do, what is done with that
have the information and sent this material back information? -
to NSA. NSA s briefly in from the cold; but it and the
In 1973 with the Watergate revelations crashing * other intelligence agencies remain convinced that
around them, NSA officials began to get nervous their national security responsibilities make them
i and asked the agencies supplying watch lists to be  immune to the contraints of the Bill of Rights.
! sure the names on them were proper. Then the Until they are effectively disabused of that notion
new Attorney General Eiliot Richardson wrote to the  none of us will be secure in our constitutionally
NSA Director suggesting that under the Keith guaranteed civil liberties.
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