June 4, 2003

Dear Members of the Committee:


As you know, the Justice Department Inspector General issued a report on June 2 describing widespread and systematic violations of the rights of those detained on immigration charges after September 11.   In preparing that report, the IG looked at 119 of the more than 760 cases of special interest INS detainees, and interviewed 32 detainees and seven of their lawyers.  He found that many were classified as September 11 detainees “regardless of the factual circumstances of the aliens' arrest or the absence of evidence connecting them to the September 11 attacks or terrorism,” (report at 186) and as a consequence, were held in harsh conditions for long periods.

As you also know, the Attorney General has imposed an unprecedented regime of secrecy concerning these detentions.  Even twenty months after the arrests, the Justice Department continues to refuse to release the names of the detainees and has appealed a U.S. District Court decision ordering such release.  The Attorney General also mandated secret immigration hearings for all the detainees.  At the same time, he regularly assured the Congress and the American people that the Department was acting within the bounds the law.  


It is time for the Justice Department to end its regime of secrecy, which only serves to block Congressional and public scrutiny of the kinds of abuses found by the IG.  The Attorney General is scheduled to appear before your committee on Thursday, June 5.  We urge you to demand that he release the names of those who have been detained and take whatever steps are necessary to ensure that this policy of unwarranted secrecy will not be repeated.

Thank you for your consideration.
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